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Minister’s Message                                      ~ Reverend Nathan Detering 

 

“Easter, Redux” 

Many of you have asked me for copies of my Easter sermon, “The Easter Test.”  The 
text of that sermon, as all our sermons, can be found our website: www.uuac-
sherborn.org.  There are also copies of recent sermons outside the administrator’s of-
fice, along with recent issues of Crossroads.  You can also always email me or Laura 
Randall if you’re looking for a copy of a recent sermon or reading you heard in wor-
ship.  Please ask!   

As part of my Easter sermon I shared a poem by Stephen Dunn called “At the Smith-
ville Methodist Church.”  Many of you asked to see it, perhaps because it captures so 
wonderfully the ambivalence some feel about Jesus, and the importance of telling our 
children these ancient stories with a spirit of curiosity and openness rather than judg-
ment.  I have reprinted it on page six of this issue. 

With love and faith, 

Nathan 

 
 

May 10 – Coming-of-Age Service; Mother’s Day. 

May 17 – New Member Sunday; Rev. Detering preaching; Annual Meeting following worship service. 

May 24 – Laura Randall preaching. 

May 31 – Music Sunday with UUAC Celebration Choir. 

Sunday 
 Services 
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Crossroads Listing Policy 
Submissions to Crossroads are always welcome and may 
be e-mailed to uuac@uuac-sherborn.org (word format 
preferred); or typed/legibly handwritten copy may be 
dropped off in the Church Office by noon on the deadline 
date.  
 
We are happy to publish any announcements about UUAC, 
UU-sponsored events and other non-profit activities of 
interest to the community.  We are sorry we cannot list 
for-profit announcements. 

 

 

 
                

Unitarian Universalist Area Church 
at First Parish in Sherborn 

11 Washington Street, P.O. Box 158 
Sherborn, Massachusetts 01770-0158 

(508) 653-1422 
http://www.uuac-sherborn.org 

 
Worship Service: Sunday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.   
Crossroads, the newsletter of the UUAC, is mailed to all 
members and pledging friends via US or electronic mail.  
Non-members receive a complimentary three-month 
subscription.  The newsletter may be viewed at the church 
website. 
 
UUAC Board of Directors 
President: Howard Teibel 
President-Elect: Sara McKenzie                                   
Treasurer: Hank Rauch 
Clerk: Alice Clattenburg 
At-Large: Deb Boyce 
Buildings and Grounds: Allan Green                                          
Finance: Roger Hering   
Past-President: Doug Brown 
Personnel: Diane McNamara 
Minister (Ex-Officio): Reverend Detering                             
 
UUAC Ministry Council                                   
Chair (Ex-Officio): Reverend Detering 
UUAC President-Elect (Ex-Officio): Sara McKenzie 
Adult Programs: Gail Donaldson 
Denominational Affairs: Jill Carroll  
Celebrations: Darrah Bryans 
Membership:  
Music: Cathy Leonard 
Religious Education: Jennifer Smudin and Barbara Bolten 
Social Action: Barbie Breer 
Women’s Alliance President: Helen Sicotte 
Worship: Jeff Barton 
Youth Representative: Robert Angell 

 

MONTHLY CROSSROADS  
 

Issue Date      Deadline     

UUAC STAFF OFFICE HOURS & CONTACT INFORMATION 
Minister:  Reverend Nathan Detering 
Tues./Weds./Thurs., 9:00 a.m.—Noon                                               

Other hours by appointment 
508-653-1422/minister@uuac-sherborn.org 

 
Ministerial Intern: Laura Randall 

By Appointment 
508-653-1422/ intern@uuac-sherborn.org 

 
Congregational Administrator: Kate Garretson 

Monday—Friday, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.   
508-653-1422/donations@uuac-sherborn.org 

 
Bookkeeper:  Janet McKetchnie 

Contact via e-mail:  imjanet@gmail.com 
                              

Director of Religious Education:  Kate Holland                                        
Tuesday—Friday,  9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
508-653-1422/dre@uuac-sherborn.org 

 
Membership Development /  

Communications Coordinator: Maureen Gormley 
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. & by appointment 

508-653-1422/communications@uuac-sherborn.org 
 

Music Director:  Laura Jensen 
401-787-3032/music@uuac-sherborn.com 

June 1 May 22 

What’s Happening in our UU World 
 

General Assembly 2009 will convene in Salt Lake City, Utah from 
June 24-28. It is a presidential election year with two well qualified 
candidates.  

Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman is the Sr. Minister of the First Unitarian 
Church in Dallas, TX. She believes UUs have a unique opportunity 
to initiate an interfaith conversation because we are understanding 
and tolerant of other faiths. She says, "We are amazingly posi-
tioned to do this at a time when the literalism of religious terms 
and religious ideas is rampant." 

Rev. Peter Morales is Minister of the Jefferson Unitarian Church in 
Golden, CO. He is concerned that UUism could become irrelevant 
if we do not become more welcoming to all Americans. Today, 
3/4 of people 70 or older are white and only 1/4 of the white 
population is 10 years old or younger. He says, "The key role for 
the president is to relentlessly cast a vision of a more open and 
welcoming religious movement and to create and help sustain a 
sense of urgency about that." 

Both agree on the need to grow UUism. Hallman with an emphasis 
on the spiritual and Morales with a focus on cultural changes in 
our nation. 

Check out the candidates on line: 
www.HallmanForUUAPresident.com & 
www.moralesforuuapresident.org  

Jill Carroll, Denominational Affairs 
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ReFlections - Kate Holland, RE Director  
May brings us beautiful Spring flowers—and the annual RE registration process!  In addition to tending our 
flower and vegetable gardens, we are seeding our spiritual gardens in preparation for next year’s RE program. 
Please be sure to complete your family’s RE registration form and return it to Kate Holland as soon as possi-
ble. With teaching on our minds, we asked Gary Leonard to share some of his personal experiences and 
thoughts on teaching the children and youth at UUAC. 

 
Why I Teach  

I teach and I know that I will learn something that day.  
 
I teach and experience the personal pleasure that a teacher receives when you realize the kids “get it”.  It is a 
great feeling to watch them leave a class with a new understanding, new insight, new questions, or just the 
tiniest interest in the subject discussed that wasn’t there before. 
 
I teach to learn about other religious points of view, about UU history and perspectives, to develop a better 
and deeper understanding of our faith and of my own faith. Our youth have incredible values received from 
their families, our church and the RE program. They are living, breathing, and questioning examples of our 
open faith community. It is a privilege to minister to them and to introduce values and beliefs to them that 
are the core of why I am a UU. 
 
I teach and make connections and establish a bond with the kids and their families.  I get to know their likes 
and wishes, their personal beliefs, their sports and extracurricular activities, their favorite music and videos; I 
get to know -- them. I get to experience how they see the world and current events, I learn from them, and 
we learn from each other.  
 
I teach and watch them grow and watch them learn and eventually watch them leave for college or whatever 
they do after high school. I continue to engage with their parents and get a quick hello from the now grown 
up ex-students and a “how are you doing” exchange at many holiday services or when they come back to 
visit. The bond lasts – we both remember – time passes. 
 
I teach and drive home as fulfilled by this time as by any other religious or spiritual experience. 
I teach because I love learning 
I teach for our future 
I teach for your kids 
I teach for my kids 
I teach to have fun 
I teach to laugh 
I teach to smile 
 
I teach -- do you? 
 
– Gary Leonard 

Participate in the RE Survey! 
The RE Committee is conducting a survey of the congregation to help us improve our RE programs. We en-
courage all members of the congregation—parents/guardians with children in the program as well as mem-
bers that are not directly involved in RE-- to participate in this brief survey. Your feedback will help us to con-
tinuously improve RE programs and experiences to meet the needs of our families and our congregation. This 
link will guide you to the online survey: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=QvuK2l9TI0VR_2fVwQ_2bReExA_3d_3d 
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Social Action  
Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program 

Maureen Gormley, Pat Manley, Adrienne Walker, Barbie 
Breer, and Nathan Detering had the excellent experience 
of attending UU Lobby Day on April 1st.  We heard a 
run down of the bills UU’s were being asked to support 
on Preventing Homelessness and Global Warming.  We 
also had the chance to visit our legislators to talk to 
them about these issues. 

On one bill in particular, The Massachusetts Rental 
Voucher Program, we were pushing for level funding 
for FY10 to maintain assistance for the current number 
of households served, app. 5200.  This bill helps with 
rental assistance to keep low income families, elders, and 
persons with disabilities in their homes. The House 
Ways and Means Committee wants to cut this budget by 
45%, to $18 million in FY10.  This funding amount is 
half of Governor Patrick’s request.  We urge you all to 
contact your legislators and protest this huge cut which 
would place many at risk of homelessness and aggravate 
our homeless crisis.  For more information, check out 
the UU Mass Action Webpage  

Donations to A Place to Turn Urgently Needed 
At this busy time of year, let’s remember those less fortunate 
than us who need even the basics of food.  We can all help by 
bringing an item or two each Sunday – food, paper products 
or toiletries – our donations are so appreciated.  This past 
month, April, saw our donations way down, unfortunately.  If 
we are to reach our goal of 1500 items donated in the year 
2009 to A Place to Turn, an emergency food pantry serving 
41 towns in the metrowest area (and thus $1500 also with our 
matching plan),  we need to step up our donations.  With eve-
rybody’s help, we can make our goal! 

Suggested Items for the Next Few Weeks: white rice, 
macaroni & cheese, juice 

 
Bikes Not Bombs! 

Don’t know what to do with 
that old bike in your garage? 
Would love to re-cycle it or re-
gift it, but wondering how?  
Then this is the project for 
you! On Saturday, May 16, 
from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, we 
will be collecting used bicycles 
at UUAC. These bicycles will be donated to a Boston 
not-for-profit organization called “Bikes Not 
Bombs”.  They will take the bicycles donated, and 
ship them overseas to countries that really need them 
for transportation. They also train youth to repair 
and take care of their own bicycles. This is a good 
organization with 25 years of experience,  and we are 
excited to be a part of it. So save the date, and bring 
your bike(s) to the church on May 16. They do re-
quest a $10 donation for each bicycle donated to help 
with their costs. Contact Marty Nickerson with any 
questions, 508-429-8220. Email: Mar-
tha.nickerson@verizon.net. Thanks!  

IHN Planning 
May 17-24, we are again warmly welcoming those in need 
of housing to call our church home for a week.  If you 
have not yet volunteered with this rewarding work and 
wish to, attending a training session is required. The next 
training date is Wed, May 6 at 6:30pm at Wellesley Hills 
Congregational Church. Contact Barbie Breer at 
wmbarb1959@comcast.net if you wish to volunteer and 
Joan Hunter at jbh_11@verizon.net if you wish to attend 
a training session or need a CORI form.  

Banquet to Support Third World Micro-businesses 
 

Join the DSHS Alliance for Acceptance and Understanding 
on Wednesday May 6th for a community banquet.  The event 
will be held in Lindquist Commons and begins at 6:30 
PM.  Dover resident Karen Sadler will be speaking on her 
work in the poverty-stricken regions of the Dominican Re-
public at a nutrition center called the Elizabeth Seton Center, 
as well as her latest effort called the Dominican Microbusi-
ness Project, created with her daughter, DS senior Jessica 
Firn.  Through this project, Dominican women in the village 
of Bani have created crafts and embroidered wares to become 
more self-sufficient; these items will be sold at the ban-
quet.  Food is provided by Tennessee BBQ and cost of ad-
mission is $10.  Proceeds will benefit both the nutrition cen-
ter as well as the microbusiness project.  Contact Abby 
McHugh at abbymchugh@comcast.net for more information. 
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Those of you who attended the “Our Sages” Sunday this year will remember the incompara-
ble Marianna Heath. Marianna joined the church last spring after attending because her 
daughter, Gage, was a member. It is a pleasure to formally introduce her here and further 
acquaint you a bit with this valuable member. Marianna was born in 1915 in Wellesley. Her 
father was a physician who, when tirelessly treating those with the flu, caught it himself and 
died when she and her brother were quite young. Her mother created a career for herself 
out of necessity during a time when decent jobs for women were scarce and became one of 
the first “stylists” for Jordan Marsh. Besides some time living in VA with an aunt, she lived 
in Wellesley Hills until she was married to Gordan Heath.  They moved to Sherborn before 
Gage was born and to her current home at the end of WWII, when they built on to a barn 
on her mother’s property. Marianna deepened her love and knowledge of flowers and land-
scape when she got a job at Windy-lo Nursery. She worked there until they asked her to re-
tire at 60, prompting her to start her current business, Plants and Design.  Gage and Peter run 
much of the business now, but Marianna is still quite involved, including creating an infor-
mative newsletter. Marianna also was a runner for exercise before it was popular, and con-
tinued to run into her 70’s; she is frustrated by her physical decline in the past 4 years or so. 
Her brother, to whom she was quite close, died only last year. Although she was raised Con-
gregational and appreciates the more frequent reciting of biblical stories, she enjoys the 
“friendly community” at UUAC where “everybody helps everybody” and believes it is the “thought of the future”.   

 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER   — Maureen Gormley 

An Intern’s Journey - Laura Randall 

 

 I’m not a big fan of reality television shows, personally.  I find many of them rather offensive and most of the rest offer 
about as much excitement as drying paint.  I have to admit, though, The Biggest Loser has me hooked.  The premise of the show is 
pretty simple.  A group of overweight people move into a swanky house together where they begin the process of intense exercise 
and nutritional overhaul with the supervision and support of fitness and diet experts.  Each week, the person who has lost the 
least amount of weight is sent home.  The last person left, the Biggest Loser, then gets a fabulous cash prize.   

 Yes, the show is bogged down with absurd “fitness” challenges and the usual bickering that occurs when a group of 
stressed people lives in the same house together.  I watch all that nonsense just to witness the transformations.  Sure, the physical 
transformations are remarkable (some contestants have lost well over one hundred pounds) but that is nothing compared to the 
inner transformations these people have undergone.   

Week after week, the contestants tell their stories to the camera.  The stories are as unique as the person who tells them, 
but there is a common theme.  They felt powerless over their own lives.  They did not know how change the patterns of behavior 
that made them feel so out of control.  They felt that they were not strong enough to change.  Through the course of the show, 
they prove that they can change.  They prove that they can lead healthier, more active lives.  They prove it to themselves and to 
the world.  Watching this transformation feels like a privilege and an inspiration.  While only one person gets the fabulous cash 
prize, everyone on The Biggest Loser wins. 

 The message I take away from The Biggest Loser is that we each have the capacity to change, be it physically or spiritually.  
We each have the power to take steps toward becoming the person we want to be.  It’s not necessarily an easy process or a fast 
process, but the way is made possible with the support of friends and the faith to believe in your own strength. 

 

In Peace, 

Laura 
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Minister’s Message 

“At the Smithville Methodist Church” by Stephen Dunn 

 

It was supposed to be Arts and Crafts for a week, 

But when she came home 

With the “Jesus Saves” button, we knew what art 

Was up, what ancient craft. 

She liked her little friends.  She liked the songs 

They sang when they weren’t 

Twisting and folding paper into dolls. 

What could be so bad? 

Jesus had been a good man, and putting faith 

In good people was what  

We had to do to stay this side of cynicism, 

That other sadness. 

OK, we said.  One week.  But when she came home 

Singing, “Jesus loves me, 

 the Bible tells me so,” it was time to talk. 

Could we say Jesus doesn’t love you? 

Could I tell her the Bible is a great book certain people use 

To make other people feel bad? 

We sent her back without a word. 

It had been so long since we believed, 

So long since we needed Jesus as our nemesis and our friend, 

That we thought he was sufficiently dead, 

That our children would think of him like Lincoln 

Or Thomas Jefferson. 

Soon it became clear to us: you can’t teach disbelief to a child, 

Only wonderful stories, 

And we hadn’t a story nearly as good. 

On parents’ night there were the Arts and Crafts 

All spread out like appetizers. 

Then we took our seats in the church, 

And the children sang the song about the Ark, 

And Hallelujah, 

And one in which they had to jump up and down 

For Jesus. 

I can’t remember ever feeling so uncertain 

About what was comic, what was serious. 

Evolution is magical, but it is devoid of heroes. 

You can’t say to your child, “Evolution loves you.” 

The story stinks of extinction and nothing happens 
for centuries. 

I didn’t have a wonderful story for my child 

And she was beaming. 

All the way home in the car 

She sang songs, 

Occasionally standing up for Jesus. 

There was nothing to do 

But drive, ride it out, 

And sing along in silence. 
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ADULT PROGRAMS 

 

UUAC NETWORKERS 
Announcing the formation of UUAC Networkers, Tuesdays, 8:00 a.m. in the Cooney Room. This is a forum for people 
"in transition," i.e. between jobs, seeking to change employer, seeking to change industry or job function, facing a sig-
nificant career management challenge, looking to start or grow businesses, or any other status that one self-defines as a 
"transition." Membership at UUAC is not required to participate.  Weekly meetings, led by UUAC member Alan Can-
tor, are Tuesdays at 8:00 am in the Cooney Room, and last up to 1 1/2 hours. Attendees are encouraged to focus on 
their current events in their professional life and on what others can do to help with next steps.  Please contact Alan at 
alancantor@gmail.com with any questions.  RSVP is NOT required. 

  
 
 

Book Club 

  The Book Club will meet Friday, May 8 at the home of 
Heather Banting, 190 Capt. Eames Circle, Ashland, 231-
8705, to discuss The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 
Wao by Junot Diaz. New participants are always wel-
come. 

 

 

The UUAC Cookbook Needs Your Recipes! 
We know there are some fabulous cooks in our midst, and 
even if you don't think you are, we still want your favorite 
recipes! 

Trying to make this a collaborative effort, representative 
of the full talent of our congregation (and that means you 
also, men and kids), we would love to gather at least one 
recipe from each person in the church.  We are also look-
ing for any comments/philosophies/words of wisdom or 
stories surrounding the use or origin of your reci-
pes. Wouldn't that make a wonderful book?  And an even 
better gift!  And the best part is that all the proceeds will 
come back to the church! 

Please send your recipes to Maura Shannon.  You can call 
and dictate them at 508-650-0687, 
email mltshanon@netzero.com, send 
to Maura at 51 Bacon St, Natick 01760, 
or drop off any recipes in the folder in 
the church office.  Thanks! 

Auction Roundup 2009 
The 2009 Auction has gone into our UUAC history books as one of the most success-
ful ever.  A record number of sharp-lookin’ dudes rode in – 126 – and it was clear all 
were there to party after a long winter riding the range.  The final tally was just over 
$15,000, proving once again just how much all of us care about UUAC and our larger 
communities.  20% of the proceeds were shared with several local food pantries and 
the Youth Group’s rebuilding trip to New Orleans.   

Your Auction Committee has already begun planning for our 2010 Auction – mark 
your calendars for April 10, 2010, again at the Holliston Upper Town Hall.  We want 
to make the next auction even better than the last.  Please share with us your ideas, 
suggestions, and comments about what you liked, and what you didn’t like.   

And thanks one more time to all of you who helped us make the Auction Roundup the best yet! 

Debbi Klein, 508.429.9564 or debbiklein@comcast.net 
Nancy Levy, 508.653.5607 or nancyalevy@verizon.net 
Sally Demler, 508.653.2069 or sdemler1@msn.com 

IHN Hosting and Training  
Our next week to host homeless families with the Inter-
faith Hospitality Network will be May 17 through 24. If 
you have participated before, let Joan Hunter 
(jbh_11@verizon.net) or Barbie Breer 
(wmbarb1959@comcast.net) know what you would like 
to do. If you are new to the program, you need to have a 
background (CORI) check and attend a training session. 

There is a training session on Wednesday, May 6, at the 
Wellesley Hills Congregational Church, 6:30 PM. 

Please let Joan Hunter know if you will be attending this 
session and/or if you need a CORI form. 



Page 8 Crossroads 

 

 

  UUAC CALENDAR: MAY Dates to Remember 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Every Week: 

Sunday: 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Choir Loft, 9:00 a.m.—10:15 a.m.   
 

Chalice Choir Rehearsal 
Choir Loft, 11:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 
 Wednesday: 

Good-as-New Shop                                                  
Unity Hall  10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 
Buddhism Group                                          

Cooney Room, 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday:   
Adult Choir 

Choir Loft, 7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 
 

ONGOING 
Tuesday, May 5 
Music Committee 

Cooney Room, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
Covenant Group Leaders Meeting 

Library, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, May 7 
Board of Directors 

Unity Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Friday, May 8 
Coming of Age Potluck 

Unity Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
Monday, May 11 

Religious Education Committee 
Cooney Room, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, May 13 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Library, 7:30 p.m. 

 
Friday, May 15 

Beyond the Birds and the Bees Workshop 
Cooney Room, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, May 16 

Bike Not Bombs 
Parking Lot, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
Intro to the Human Energy Field 

Cooney Room, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, May 17 
New Member Breakfast 
Cooney Room, 9:00 a.m. 

 
Annual Meeting 

Sanctuary, Noon - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network Begins 
 

Thursday, May 21 
Worship Committee 

Cooney Room, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, May 24 
Interfaith Hospitality Network Ends 

 
Thursday, May 28 

Adult Programs Committee 
Purple Classroom, 7:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday, May 31 

Spring Choir Concert 
 

Monday, June 1 
Religious Education Committee 

Cooney Room, 7:00 p.m. 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
Friday, May 8 

Coming of Age Potluck 
Unity Hall, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, May 10 

Coming of Age Presentations 
Sanctuary, 10:30 a.m. 

 
Monday, May 11 

Religious Education Committee 
Cooney Room, 7:30 p.m. 

 
Saturday, May 16 

Junior Youth Group Meeting 
Library, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, May 17 
Senior Youth Group 

Purple Classroom, Noon - 2:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, May 24 
Special Sunday 

Nursery and Kindergarten in Session 
 

Monday, June 1 
Religious Education Committee 

Cooney Room, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For an updated listing of all UUAC activities,  
including Religious Education,  

visit the  Church Website: uuac-sherborn.org.  
Follow the links on the lower left of the home 

page. 

The next Crossroads deadline is Friday, May 22 for the June 1 Newsletter.  
We are a Welcoming Congregation 
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Creating Partnerships 
to improve and enrich women’s lives

 

A conference for Unitarian Universalist Women 
 May 9, 2009 First Parish in Waltham, MA 

We gather to 
 Report and reflect on the International Convocation of U*U Women 
 Share and connect with model programs, regional and international 
 Consider forming a network—New England UU Women (NEUUW) 
 Sing, Learn, Network, Celebrate, Laugh, Enjoy! 

 

 Meet inspiring women 
  Hear exciting speakers and singers - participate in workshops 
   Enjoy opportunities to network with UU women 
    Share our successes and commitments 
     Explore ways to move forward together 
 

Special Guests: Emma’s Revolution 
(Performing in concert, May 9, 7:30 PM, Melrose UU Church) 

 

Conference Details 
Location: First Parish Church in Waltham – 50 Church Street / Waltham, MA 

Time: 8:45 AM – 3:30 PM 
Cost (including lunch): $25 - $15 (group discount details on registration form) 

Registration deadline: May 5 
Contact: Pat Manley – patmanley@verizon.net – 508.429.4117 


