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Prelude

Welcome, Announcements and Greetings

1) Welcome and Announcements from Board Member

2) After announcements are over, say something like this: 
Introit            (Laura will supply) 

*Opening Words:

Let us begin by joining together and saying responsively the words printed In the Order of Service: 
Please rise as you are able and join in singing our Opening Hymn:

*Opening Hymn: #
*Chalice Lighting


And now, as ________ lights our chalice let us say together our affirmation.


Both are expressions of our life and faith here in this congregation. 

*Affirmation



Love is the Spirit of this Church,


and Service is its law.

This is our great covenant:

To dwell together in peace

To seek truth in love,
And to help one another. 

*Doxology
From all the dwell below the skies


Let songs of hope and faith arise;
Let peace, goodwill on earth be sung



    Through every land, by every tongue.  Amen.

First Reading

Our first reading this morning is from one of our most beloved,

And most prolific ministers,

The Rev. Dr. Forrest Church, minister of
Of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church in New York City
For more than 30 years,

Who passed away from cancer last week.

I’ve shared these words before, several years ago.

I share them again because they are, as he was, so good.

“You are at a dinner party and somehow the uncomfortable information

leaks out that you are the only one there who goes to church.

‘What sort of church?” the others ask.

“Well, it’s not really a church – you see I am a Unitarian Universalist.”

“Oh, I have always wondered about UU’s.  What do you actually believe?”

“Actually nothing – well, no, not really nothing, more like anything…”

At All Souls UU Church in New York, at coming-of-age Sunday, 9th graders

Deliver a 3-minute credo statement.

In 3 minutes, could you say what you believe, not what you don’t believe?

Do you have a ready answer for the dinner party?

You could say, “UUism is a quintessentially American faith.”

Our UU Principles spring from the same sources as the Declaration of Independence,

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Earth Charter:

“Affirm faith in the in the inherent dignity of all human beings.”

Our principles echo in each.

Some people define religion narrowly and embrace it.

Our skeptical neighbors define religion narrowly and reject it.

We define religion broadly and embrace it.

Theology is poetry, not science.  We are inside the Cathedral of the World

Where there are millions of windows.

In this respect we are many, but the same light shines through all.

Some conclude theirs is the only window.

However, we are more alike in our limited perspectives than

We differ in our limited knowledge.

This is our essential Unity, the central pillar of the Cathedral.

Faced with different perspectives, we can convert, destroy, ignore, or respect.

We must not permit stone throwing in the Cathedral.

Religion is our response to the dual reality of being alive and having to die.

Thomas Jefferson said, “It is in lives, not our words, that our religion must be read.”

Thus, the purpose of life is to live in such a way that our lives will prove to be

Worth dying for.

Together we cry; together we walk holding hands;

Together we do love’s work, and thereby we are saved.

Don’t be ashamed of your gospel,

And when questions come up at dinner parties, testify,

And then invite everyone to your church.

Something’s going to kill you, but it won’t be that.

Go out joyfully, climb the rooftops, sing your song, and spread the Word.

Invitation to Meditation and Silence 
From this time of listening and hearing,

Let us, in these next few moments

And make room in ourselves 

to find calm and be calm in the midst of

Of a busy world and our over-busy lives….

 (pause for a few moments here to give everyone time to settle and focus)

Meditation Interlude

Open Time for Joys and Concerns….

Offertory and Anthem

Offertory Thanks

We give thanks for the gifts and the givers,

for the blessings of beautiful music and sunlight and fresh air

and our special gratitude for all the flowers given this morning by

_____________ in memory/honor of ___________..
May we use what we have been given wisely and well

For the life of those who are weary, who are hurting,

And in need of love and care.
Invitation to Meditation and Silence

From this time of listening and hearing,

Let us, in these next few moments, make room in ourselves 

to find calm and be calm in the midst of

Of a busy, beautiful, and sometimes tragic world and our over-busy lives,

To bring together thought and feeling, mind and spirit, 

To find some center – some still point - of perspective and peace.
Sing together “Spirit of Life”

(pause for a few moments here to give everyone time to settle and focus) 

Spirit moving through life and in life and in us,

We feel you moving among us here.

Bless us with your presence.

For we are in need…

…In need of strength and courage.

Our road is filled with rocks, with boulders strewn,

Boulders so high we sometimes wonder whether we can climb them,

We are in need.

….In need of remembering those outside these walls,

Remembering our brothers and sisters

Hurting this week in Indonesia from the earthquakes and

 in American Samoa from the Tsusami.

We belong to the human family, 

And all of us are in need.

…In need of cheerleading.

When we see what is to be done for others, for our lovely earth,

For those we love,

And we hear a voice inviting us to get moving.

We are in need.

…In need of each other.

As we sit here in this sanctuary, in this loving space,

Let us realize that this spirit of encourage, comfort and love,

Is within ourselves, within this congregation.

We can be the instruments of the Good that abounds.

May we feel the Spirit and carry it with us.

May we listen in the silence for the voice of love, the voice of need,

Within our hearts…

Meditation Interlude  

(Laura will lead)
Joys and Concerns – 


A gentle reminder to be brief and personal in nature so that others may share…

Offertory Anthem 

…We give thanks for the gifts and the givers,

for the blessings of beautiful voices and sunlight and fresh air

and our special gratitude for the flowers given this morning by

____________ in memory of ________.

May we use what have been given wisely for the life of this congregation,

For our lives, and for all the families of the earth…
Second Reading

Our second reading….(Laura will introduce)

“A Few Good Words”
We CAN do better, we WANT to do better, we NEED to do better

At explaining our faith than this, yes?  Good.

Our sermon this morning, and our readings,

Are inspired by a moment I had this summer

While visiting family in the mid-west,

There in St. Louis sitting in traffic one day,

Finding myself behind a large truck that announced on its bumper

This statement:

 “If God had a dog it would be a pit-bull.”
I spent three years in seminary with some of the best theologians

At Boston University and Harvard,

And I can tell you it never occurred to any of us to ask what kind

Of dog God might have.

But I remember thinking, sitting there in traffic reading these words,

That a pit-bull (and apologies to any pit-bull owners)

is precisely the kind of dog the God I believe in wouldn’t have.

I remember thinking instead of something big and friendly,

Something that wasn’t bred to growl at you,

Something hypoallergenic.  Something with soft eyes.

I also remember thinking: with bumper stickers like this out there,

We Unitarian Universalists need to proclaim 
– using just a few good words (our sermon title) – 
That there is a different way of being religious in the world.

Because the responses we tend to give – the kind Brian of The Colbert Report

Demonstrates that are filled with long pauses and ‘anything goes’ sentiments – 

Just will not do in this age of sound-bites and short attention spans and text-messaging.

We need a few good words to affirm our faith.

We need a few good words on behalf of our sponsor.
And along the way, we need to avoid two traps, two pitfalls,
And these I borrow from my colleague Erika Hewitt, who wrote

About them in a sermon I wish I had given.

Pitfall#1, she says: In trying to affirm our faith, we sometimes get sloppy

By allowing some of our liberal politics, which some, but not all of us have,

To stand in for our theology.

These are the “Jesus was a liberal” signs we see;

The “Unitarians for Obama” we see;

The sign I’ve seen at many a UU district event: “Voting member of the Religious Left.”

The problem, says Hewitt, is that we struggle to articulate the relationship between

Our support of certain policies and who we are as a people of faith.

You’ll notice that our choir this morning did not sing “Stand on the side equal marriage.”

But they did sing “Stand of the side of love.”

There’s a difference.  The difference is that our Unitarian Universalist affirmation

Of everyone’s human worth, that all of us are born OK the first time (more on that one later)
And thus deserving of love,
Means that we as a people are drawn to those places, those votes,

Those pieces of legislation, where prejudice and inequality flourish.

This is why if you go to Maine this fall 
- Maine where the fight over marriage equality is hot and too close to call – 
you will see our congregations proclaiming these six good words

On a banner: Standing on the Side of Love.

This is why I’ve been thinking this last week that we, as a congregation,

Ought to do something to stand with them.

Pitfall #2, says Hewitt, and I’m sure this isn’t a pit any of us fall into:

How it’s easier to say what Unitarian Universalism is NOT, rather

What we ARE.  And then she offers up some examples:

We’re not creed-centered; we don’t all believe in God, or believe in the same God;

We’re not believers in the Bible as literal truth…
And then we wonder why people say of us, “What do you believe, anyway?”

And we wonder why our movement is small.

Maybe because the banner I’m imagining, the one that says: 
“Come celebrate who we aren’t!” is hardly a religious message that 

Nourishes he spirit, or can help heal the world.

So we can do better, we must do better, if we are to share
Our Unitarian Universalist message that for many, for me, for you,

For the person sitting next to you, is feeding you,

Because if it didn’t: why would you be here? Why would you come?

The coffee is good, but not that good.

Here then, are a few good words of affirmation,

all of which I found, by the way, during a morning of searching

the internet for bumper stickers,

t-shirts, coffee mugs, and banners about us.
We affirm first who we are and how we are together.
Says one sticker I found:  “We welcome all into our house”

Says another: “Celebrating Diversity” around which were symbols 

of the world’s religious traditions.

Says another, this by Unitarian Francis David in the 16th Century:

“We need not think alike to love alike”

All three point to who we say we are, saying we preach the gospel

Of inclusion, the good news of welcoming you for who you are,

You the Christian, the Jew, the agnostic, the atheist, the heretic,

The liberal, the conservative, the gay, the straight, the transgendered,
The rich, the poor.

Inside the Cathedral of the World, says Forrest Church,

There are millions of windows,

And as Unitarian Universalists we want the light from

All these windows to shine.

I disagree with the sign making fun of us for this,

Saying: “Warning! Relativism!”
Showing a bunch of arrows pointing everywhere.

Against that sign I put up the sign that says: “One light, many windows”

“One mountain, many paths.”

And the fact that despite these affirmations we are still by and large 
a homogenous denomination, decidedly white, decidedly upper-middle-class,

and increasingly suburban 

Should tell us that we have still have work to do in becoming 
As radically welcoming as we say we want to be.

Encouraging us in this work of inclusion is one half of our faith,

The Universalist half going back centuries that resisted the gospel of damnation
And notion of God as pit-bull, saying in statements like:

“God’s love is for everyone; no exceptions” and “Love Trumps Leviticus” (my favorite)

And “Born OK the First Time” and the kid’s t-shirt that says: 

“I have inherent worth and dignity…and I’m really cute” 
That we are loved from the very start, and that we don’t need to do anything
Or perform anything or believe anything or renounce anything to earn that love,

That it’s an unconditional love, and it’s for keeps,

So that against that sign I saw in St. Louis traffic,

Universalism might say:  If God had a dog, it would
be more like a golden retriever;”
Next to which might be another message,

These echoing the words of the great Universalist John Murray: 

“Give them not hell, but hope.”
Living in tandem with this Universalist affirmation of welcome and love,

Of signs that might say ‘Grace Happens’ instead of that other more cynical version,

Is the Unitarian half of our faith,

The faith that sprung also from our Christian roots to preach the heresy

That Jesus was more human than divine, better followed than worshipped 

And which taught us that salvation, a word that literally means being whole,

Being healed,

Comes not from having someone die for our sins,

But rather from our leading a more moral life.
This is why, long before we allowed the religious right to steal our words

From us and mean things that we don’t,

The mantra, the rallying calling for Unitarians in this other congregations

Was the simple: “Salvation by character,” salvation meaning not heaven,

Not golden streets and angels with harps,

But rather finding wholeness and healing through good works of mercy and justice,

Which is what the etymology of salvation actually refers to (look it up).
So this is why we might share proudly the other affirmation of faith given us
by our Unitarian forbears, the ones that say:

 “Jesus taught us love, not laws”

“Unitarians are good, for nothing”

And this admonition to preacher types and other righteous folk: 

“May your life preach more loudly than your lips.”

I hope we’re beginning to hear that we do have a few good words

We can use to share who we and what we believe.

That we don’t have to be tongue-tied and full of pregnant pauses.
To those who ask about engagement with the world,
We can say that ours ought to be an activist faith,

Ours ought to be a faith that informs who and how much we love.

Otherwise, what’s the point?  Otherwise these are just words,

And otherwise this place is just built for nice sentiments on a Sunday morning.

“We don’t just stand for something; We move.”

Said the Universalist Lewis Fisher,

A champion of social justice in the early 20th century.
Next to which I might add this corollary, in this time of Blackberrys

And screens and constant partial attention to the world around us:

“Don’t just do something.  Stand there.”

To those who tell say that doubting and questioning are incompatible

With religion, we might say, as does this sticker:

“Some questions are too important to dismiss with easy answers.”
Or, to quote Einstein: “Never lose a holy curiosity.”

To those who tell us that the religious spirit is too narrow

To fit the expanse of science and creation, we might say,

With Unitarian Emerson:

“The religion that is afraid of science dishonors God and commits suicide”
We might put on our cars this sticker:  Unitarian Universalism: in love with the universe.

Or we might agree with the transcendentalist t-shirt that says: “I spell God “N-A-T-U-R-E”

To those who wonder about the power we have to bring about change,

We might proclaim this on our sleeves:

“One person’s candle furnishes light for many.”

To those who wonder what counsel I might give them as your minister,

I resist the t-shirt I found for sale that says: “Trust me; I’m a Reverend”
And instead offer these:

“Dance as though no one is watching;
Love as though you have never been hurt;

Sing as though no one is listening;

And live as though heaven is here on earth.”
To those who need a compelling reason to join us Sundays,

To become part of our community’s work of love and justice, we can say:

“Come Nourish Your Spirit; Come Help Heal the World”

And finally, to those who want more words, who need 

Even more inspiration, these other words from Forrest Church,

Read at our Board Meeting on Thursday,

Answering why? Why join together like this as religious people

Rather than sit at home in the privacy of our own homes on Sunday mornings?

“Because, Forrest says, simply because we need one another.  
We need guidance in recognizing our tears in one another’s eyes.

We need prompting to re raise our moral sights.

We need companions in the work of strengthening our witness of love in the world.

And, yes, we choose to join hands and hearts because we know how easily

We slip back into the habits that blunt our awareness.
We need and know we need to reminded week in and week out

How precious life is, and how fragile.”

This is why we come.  This is faith we affirm.  May it be so.

Amen.

Benediction:
Our benediction from on of our ministers, John Corrado.

Say after me: “That’s Our Good News!”

1) We believe there is a place at God’s table for each and every

Child of earth.  Let us say together:

“That’s our good news!”

2) We believe the giver of life has been given many names

And loves the givers of all of them.  Let us say together:

“That’s our good news!”

3) We’re more interested in getting heaven into people than

People into heaven.  Let us say together:

“That’s our good news!”

4) We believe religious scriptures are open doors rather than 

Sealed vaults.  Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

5) We believe there is still some holy writ yet to be written.

Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

6) We believe true evangelism is more preaching practiced

Than practiced preaching.

Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

7) We believe peace and justice are not just words we form 

with our lips, but realities we shape with our lives:

Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

8) We believe in one race – the human race.
Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

9) We believe we are one with the stars and trees

And rivers and all the stuff of life.

Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

    10) We believe our lives are all about growing hearts that love,

Minds that seek, and hands that serve.

Let us say together: “That’s our good news!”

